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When its famous, annual St. Charles Scarecrow Festival celebrates its quarter of a century anniversary next October, the St. Charles Convention & Visitors Bureau hopes to retire its years’ old Scarecrow graphic and replace it with a fresh and creative new look to herald, at the very least, another 25 years of family fun and tradition.

This famous, fall festival has attracted thousands from across the United States and has become a tradition for people of all ages.  Heralding the festival has been the same smiley-faced Scarecrow created back in 1985 and, according to Festival Coordinator Kathy Loubsky, hasn’t changed a single-strand of straw on its head nor a piece of its clothing since then.  “He’s served us well for the past 25 years – but it’s definitely time for a change!”

Since the Scarecrow Festival’s origination in 1985, with just about a dozen scarecrow entries that year, the logo was created and has since remained the same. There are three variations of the logo – a face, upper body and full body scarecrow. Please reference www.scarecrowfest.com for the current logo. In celebration of the 25th anniversary, the St. Charles Visitors Bureau decided it is a perfect time to open up a contest to the public, to find a new Scarecrow Festival logo. The bureau is looking for an eye capturing, creative, new logo, to be unveiled for the festival’s 25th Anniversary in 2010. Whether you are an amateur, an art student or a graphic artist, anyone ages 16 and up are invited to enter. The contest is NOT limited to St. Charles residents.
PAGE TWO - St. Charles Visitors Bureau holding contest to find new Scarecrow Festival logo
Entries will be accepted from now until Monday, January 4, 2010 and should be sent via email to Jenny O’Brien a jenny@visitstcharles.com. Logos must be original artwork. Please make sure your logo is in .JPEG or .PDF format and is 3 MB or less. Complete contest rules are available by calling the St. Charles Visitors Bureau at 630.377.6161. The entries will be judged by the St. Charles Convention and Visitors Bureau staff, and the winner will be announced on February 1, 2010. 

The winner will receive recognition on the Scarecrow Festival website, in the festival brochure and during the awards ceremony at the festival (which takes place on Sunday, October 10 at 5:00pm). The winner will also receive a gift package including certificates for various restaurants, shops and attractions in St. Charles. 
Each year, more than 150 hand-crafted Scarecrows take over Lincoln Park, as the public views and votes for their favorite in each of five categories.  The Scarecrow Festival is a true celebration of the autumn season, and will take place from October 8 – 10, 2010. Not only is the Scarecrow Festival known as a local tradition for many families and friends, it has also been recognized nationally. In 2008, the festival was featured on the home page of MSN.com, as one of the “Top 19 Hot Spots for Autumn.” In 2009, the festival was featured on local television stations ABC 7 and WTTW. This year the festival was also awarded “Top 100 Events of 2009” by the American Bus Association, for the third time (2002 and 2007 were the other award winning years). 


Produced annually by the St. Charles Convention & Visitors Bureau, the festival is just one of many initiatives wages by the organization to promote St. Charles as a destination for leisure visitors, meetings, conventions, motorcoach groups, and sports events. The St. Charles Convention and Visitors Bureau is funded by the Illinois Bureau of Tourism and a portion of the hotel/motel tax collected by St. Charles hotels. For additional information regarding the bureau’s marketing and sales activities, contact the bureau at 630-377-6161, 800-777-4373 or www.visitstcharles.com
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