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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:  David Morrison, Community Development 

February 1, 2010



          Village of Elburn







          630-365-5062, dmorrison@elburn.il.us






          Amy Egolf, Executive Director







          Greater St. Charles CVB







          630-377-6161, amy@visitstcharles.com
ST CHARLES VISITORS BUREAU TO PROMOTE ELBURN ATTRACTIONS

With a single stroke of the gavel on Monday, February 1, the Village of Elburn joined the City of St. Charles, the Village of Campton Hills, St. Charles and Campton Hills Townships in the area designated by the Illinois Bureau of Tourism to be serviced by the Greater St. Charles Convention & Visitors Bureau.


The decision to name the SCCVB as its tourism agency of record was made unanimously by the Trustees of the Village of Elburn and followed a presentation made a week ago to the Elburn Development Committee by Amy Egolf, Executive Director of the state-certified tourism organization.


During Egolf’s presentation on January 25th, the tourism director explained to Elburn officials that by simply providing a letter stating its allegiance to the Bureau, those attractions, retailers and events located within the village’s boarders that have specific appeal to visitors will now find their way into the Bureau’s marketing materials, including its annual visitors guide, destination guide for meeting, sports and motorcoach planners, and website: www.visitstcharles.com  In addition, the SCCVB will be providing details on Elburn tourism amenities to the Illinois Bureau of Tourism, which publishes its own visitors guide and website:www.enjoyillinois.com


According to a letter drafted by Egolf and presented to the Elburn officials, a portion of the Village of Elburn fell within the Bureau’s designated service area because of its location within Campton Hills Township.  The greatest majority of the village, however, is located in Blackberry Township and, until Monday night’s decision, was not included in any Illinois Bureau of Tourism cvb-designated service area.
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“Including the Village of Elburn in the Greater St. Charles’ service area is a measure designed to increase occupancy to St. Charles hotels,” explained Egolf.  “Entities such as 
St. Charles Sportsmen’s Club, Heritage Prairie Farm, Great Lakes Leadership Campus and Elburn Days draw a significant number of visitors to our area.  As Elburn currently does not have a hotel property within its borders, the Bureau will promote Elburn choices in order to  encourage those visitors to spend the night in one of the 1361 hotel rooms available in St. Charles.”


Egolf added that until such time as Elburn approves construction of a hotel within its borders, the Bureau will not seek financial support from the village.  “We promote Kings Mill Furniture, Campton Hills Park and several restaurants in the Village of Campton Hills for exactly the same reason – to put heads in St. Charles beds.”   


Just as the St. Charles Bureau sees the addition of Elburn amenities as a boon to its tourism product, Elburn officials see its affiliation with the Greater St. Charles Convention & Visitors Bureaus as a way to gain marketing support for its attractions, retail offerings and events that it would not be able to afford otherwise.  “We’ve often looked at the initiatives waged by the St. Charles CVB as a model that we’d like to follow but that our budget simply won’t allow.  We are very pleased to be included in their program of work and see this as a superb opportunity to increase awareness of those things that make our village special – not only to our residents but to visitors as well, ” stated Village President David Anderson.  

The St. Charles Convention and Visitors Bureau is funded by the Illinois Bureau of Tourism and a portion of the hotel/motel tax collected by St. Charles hotels to promote Greater St. Charles as a destination for leisure tourists and meetings and conventions, sports events, and motorcoach trips. For additional information regarding the bureau’s marketing and sales activities, contact the bureau at 630-377-6161, 800-777-4373 or www.visitstcharles.com
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