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Those who scoff at the notion of the impact of social networking need look no further than a site tour the St. Charles Convention and Visitors Bureau will be coordinating over the Thanksgiving holiday for the founders of a pet-friendly travel website.

In October 2009, the St. Charles Visitors Bureau launched a redesigned website and, by spreading the word about the new site’s pet friendly travel page through “Twitter,” attracted the attention of Amy and Rod Burkert, co-founder’s of www.gopetfriendly.com , a website launched this past June as a resource for people who travel with their pets.   
On Friday, November 27, the Burkert’s will make their stop in St. Charles and spend the day with St. Charles’ very own canine pet travel specialist, Molly, along with SCCVB Sales Manager (and Molly’s owner) Jenny O’Brien, who was the brainchild of the fresh and creative section of the Bureau’s new website that showcases pet-friendly activities, attractions, restaurants, and service providers in St. Charles.   Says O’Brien, “Whether visitors are here for business or leisure, many travelers enjoy being able to bring along their dog for a business trip or leisure getaway.”
During Burkert’s visit to St. Charles, they (along with their dogs Ty and Buster) will visit various pet friendly locations in St. Charles. Some of these visits include the 
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St. Charles Park District’s dog parks, pet-friendly hotels, Pottawatomie Park and Gramp’s Frozen Custard, where dogs always are treated to a free cup of the tasty treat.  The final stop on the tour will be the Lighting of the Lights Ceremony in Lincoln Park.
The Burkert’s visit to St. Charles is one leg of a month-long journey to various Southern and Midwestern states to help further their goal of making the world a more pet-friendly place by providing specifics about traveling with pets on their website, blog, and Facebook.
Their website, www.gopetfriendly.com, has partnered with leading hotel reservation sites, including Travelocity, Orbitz, Expedia and Hotels.com. Along with nearly 30,000 pet friendly hotels and campgrounds in their database, Go Pet Friendly also includes information on pet friendly attractions and restaurants – a one stop shop for people traveling with their pets.
To learn more about Molly and St. Charles new pet travel initiative, visit www.visitstcharles.com/molly.   To learn more about the Lighting of the Lights Ceremony, produced by the Downtown St. Charles Partnership as part of the annual Holiday Homecoming event, visit www.stcholidayhomecoming.com 

The mission of the St. Charles Convention and Visitors Bureau is to promote St. Charles as a destination for leisure visitors, meetings, conventions, motorcoach tours, and sports events. The St. Charles CVB is funded by the Illinois Bureau of Tourism and a portion of the hotel/motel tax collected by St. Charles hotels. For additional information or to receive a complimentary visitors guide, contact the Bureau at (630)377-6161, (800)777-4373, info@visitstcharles.com and www.visitstcharles.com 
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